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JOHN’S ‘FINAL’ COLUMN ...hold the front page!

HELLO NEW WORLD

This will be my last article for Watchword, until I finally leave the building at the end of July after over 46 years.
It has been a pleasure to work with you all for so many years. I cannot say I enjoyed the last few years as much as when I had just
Medway to look after because I couldn’t give such a personal service. However we are not in control of the financial state of the nation
so I got on with covering all of the North Division and meeting a few of the Coordinators from Gravesend, Dartford and the Swale area.
Please welcome whoever the new Liaison Officer is when they arrive and give them all the support they need at events, etc.
You have a very strong Neighbourhood Watch Association Committee in Medway but they may need new members in the future, so
please respond positively if they ask via the messaging system. It only involves 6 meetings a year and new blood has new ideas
which we may not have thought of.
When you have new people moving into a property in your Watch, please contact the office and
ask for a ‘welcome pack’ which we can post to you. You can then give them a Neighbourhood
Watch pack when you welcome them to the area. Apparently up to 10% of residents move every
year so try to make sure you have a small supply at home to give out.
I wish you all good luck and good health in the future and hope you all continue to support
Neighbourhood Watch for many years to come.
John Haddaway, Watch Liaison Officer

NATIONAL COUNTER TERRORISM POLICING
The threat to the UK from international terrorism remains unchanged at ‘SEVERE’, as it has been
since August 2014, meaning an attack is highly likely. The UK police and security and intelligence
services are working tirelessly and at pace to confront the terrorist threat and keep the public safe.
We urge the public to be alert but not alarmed and report anything suspicious to the confidential
anti-Terrorist Hotline on 0800 789321. In an emergency always call 999.
The following information is regarding two current National campaigns. Please visit the relevant
websites for further details.

John, our irreplaceable
‘Leader’, or ‘JH’ as he is
known by some.

STAY SAFE - RUN HIDE TELL
Recent events around the world remind us all of the terrorist threat we face, which in the UK is considered as ‘SEVERE’, meaning an
attack is highly likely. Police and security agencies are working tirelessly to protect the public but it is also important that communities
remain vigilant and aware of how to protect themselves if the need arises.
An information film, that provides advice on the steps to take to keep safe in the event of a firearms or weapons attack, has been
released to the public by National Counter Terrorism Policing.
The four minute film, ‘Stay Safe: Firearms and Weapons Attack’ sets out three key steps for keeping safe. The film is accompanied
by an online information leaflet. The film and leaflet advise that if you are caught up in an incident to ‘run, hide and tell’ - guidance
which can be applied to many places and situations.
Please visit http://www.npcc.police.uk/NPCCBusinessAreas/WeaponAttacksStaySafe.aspx to view the film and leaflet.

PREVENT TRAGEDIES CAMPAIGN
The Prevent Tragedies police and partners campaign provides advice and guidance aimed at keeping people safe from being drawn
into terrorist related activities.
Its website www.preventtragedies.co.uk contains a range of information and contacts for anyone concerned that someone they love
may be at risk of radicalisation and/or travel to a conflict zone. This includes information available in a range of languages.
Our advice is that if anyone has concerns that they contact their local police or call the non emergency number 101. In an emergency
they should call 999.
Finally, Kent Police website has some very useful information about community safety and terrorism, such as how to ‘help prevent
terrorism’, ‘what to look out for’ and how to ‘report it’ - also included is the Stay Safe advice.
It also highlights how to report online terrorist content, as the Internet is used by some people to promote terrorism and violent
extremism and corrupt individuals who are vulnerable to radicalisation. You can read more about online terrorism or any of the other
information, by visiting www.kent.police.uk/reporting_az/t/pages/terrorism.html

www.medwaynwa.co.uk
Have you got access to the Internet? Then take a look at our Website.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
As by now, you will all be aware that our much respected V.W.L.O. John Haddaway is retiring at the end
of July. After 46 years of service to the Kent Police both as P.C. and his role in Neighbourhood Watch.
He will be sorely missed both as a colleague and friend. He has on many occasions gone above and
beyond the call of duty. I am sure you are all with me, when I wish him all the luck and best wishes for the
future where ever that may lead him. Tweet, tweet ... John knows what I mean!
Now back to business. National Neighbourhood Watch week has just been announced - it will take place from June the 18th until the
26th. If you are planning any events during that week, please let me know and I can get it put up on the national website, as well as
the Medway site which I hope you look at from time to time.
We are still awaiting the release of the new logo which was supposed to have been launched in December last year, but due to legal
problems in licensing, it has been delayed more than once, the latest time scale is the end of March.
Are there any young people out there who would like to join our committee? I am looking for someone between about 16 and 25, to
share their views and opinions, etc. This has come about from a meeting I attended with some college students and one asked why
there is nobody on the committee in their age group. If you think you may be interested please contact the office on 01634 792131
and leave a message for me and I will get back to you.
Dave Duncombe

SOMETHING SUSPICIOUS IN YOUR AREA? DON’T SHRUG IT OFF, REPORT IT!
A DIVERSION FROM MY DAY TO DAY LIFE

Sgt. Harry Tangye

Nothing worse than driving up to a closed road with no explanation. Nothing worse than driving past a scene at 4mph after a 2 hour
wait to find 6 police officers doing nothing with two on their mobiles. Don’t they realise I have missed my appointment and now have
to re arrange it. Don’t they realise I have missed my dinner I wanted with my family. Christ, what is this world coming to. Perhaps they
could do with some more cuts if they can’t be bothered to do simple things like put diversion signs out for people, or get a shifty on
so I could have done the things I wanted.
Well strap yourself in, we are going on a bumpy ride.
Serious Road Traffic Collision reported, and I’m on my way. I have done these before, hundreds to be fair, and I know that two of my
units are also rushing to the scene. It’s about half an hour away on blues and twos but I know a local unit will be there before us. I
listen to their update, it’s not good and they are trying to get some order of the scene but I can hear the quiver in their voice. This is
a fatal. At least one dead.
I immediately organise with my Control Room for a family liaison officer to attend the scene. It gives them so much credibility with the
deceased family if they have done so. The second thing I do is arrange Highways to arrive to set up a diversion. This is whilst driving
at speed and ensuring I drive safely for the conditions as I don’t want to be the cause of another.
I arrive at the scene and my two other units are arriving with me. The local unit gives me a quick debrief. There are 3 cars at the scene,
one on it’s side in the middle of the road, and another sitting parked with a huge dent in the front of it and the other unceremoniously
abandoned in the hedge with devastating damage to it. I need to establish what has happened and quickly.
My units are looking for witnesses, the ambulance is on the scene treating a trapped person in the car on it’s side, and the fire fighters
are stabilising it so it doesn’t topple over and trying to release the casualty as well. The occupant is screaming, it’s a good sign until
I hear, “I can’t feel anything”. Her partner is out of the car and has his head in his hands saying, “There was nothing I could do”. He
looks scared, very scared. Other motorists caught up in the scene are saying the car on it’s wheels carried out an overtake where he
shouldn’t and hit the other two. I send an officer to the driver to carry out a breath test. I will need to do it to all of them, and if too
injured, a hospital procedure that will take several hours.
I discover an occupant in the other car in the hedge. She is obviously dead with a terrible head injury. Almost decapitated. I cannot
tell how old. Her face looks like ‘the scream’ mask with brain matter clearly visible. I see a wedding ring on her finger. I gaze at the
key ring with a photograph of a young child swinging from the ignition. A pause, a little reflection. This must be my 150th or so person
I have seen like this. At least no children hurt this time. Suddenly the scream of the casualty in the other car spins me around. They
are making progress, and the casualty is nearly out. The air ambulance has landed and making their way over the field with a stretcher.
It’s been chaos, but we’ve gained some order. Obtaining witnesses first having secured the driver so we know he won’t escape in
case he’s been drinking or on drugs. When a further witness comes forward and confirms what we suspect about his driving, I make
a decision and send my double crewed unit to arrest the driver for suspicion of causing death by dangerous driving. They leave. I
have one double crewed Armed Response Unit and a local officer. Hopefully, there won’t be a firearms incident right now because
the local officers will suddenly have a lot on their plate.
The world continues away from this collision and resources are tight, but I manage to secure 2 PCSO’s to attend the road block to
turn traffic back. I have already heard that a motorist has vented off at the local officer for their being no diversion, and the officer
gave him short shrift. That will be a complaint later.
I have called for the Collisions Investigation officer, (CI) who mark the scene, Scan it, and produce highly detailed plans and can give
you information about the scene like you wouldn’t believe. I need to stop unnecessary boots stamping on my scene, destroying any
bulb that can be forensically tested to show whether it was lit or not, the CI can tell me a speed of the vehicles, they can tell me who
did what where and when they collided, and whether any car lost control prior to or after the collision.
I call the Scenes of Crime for photos and further forensics, I call the vehicle examiner to the scene as there was a suggestion the
brakes could have failed. The procedure to secure and collect the physical
evidence takes several hours to plot all 3 cars, the debris, and the road itself. A
LAUNCH OF NEW WATCHES
lot, but if it were your sister, mother or father, would you like us to sweep their
A
warm welcome is given to the following
body up in the back of the van and have no evidence to prosecute any potential
roads that have launched a new Watch.
offender, or to never know what happened. It’s only an accident after all. Or
Gillingham - Clifton Road
indeed to show the driver was in fact innocent with defective brakes. Were the
brakes cut or eroded? Is it murder, was it indeed an attempt at suicide? We have
Gillingham - Romany Road (New Coordinator)
to find out these things so the Coroner can decide what caused this, and so a
Rainham
- Lonsdale Drive (New Coordinator)
criminal court can bring to justice any offender and so importantly, to bring closure
Wainscott
- Cypress Court (New Coordinator)
to the family.
Continued on page 3

Continued from page 2
It’s been a while and the scene is quiet. The casualty is gone, the deceased still in the car until the forensics are completed. To
remove them will mean cutting the car up and we need to know more first. Fire have already placed a blanket over her to offer some
dignity, away from prying eyes. The traffic starts to move, but a lot of it is caught between the road block and the scene, and they
crawl through. It’s been two hours for some. I am on my phone to the Control Room updating them. The Collision Investigator is
making his way up from the other side of the Force and will be here soon, and so we can’t touch anything now. We have the witnesses
details, all of which are in shock and will be seen later. We have their initial explanations.
My other ARV is going to the hospital to check on the injured driver, and to try to obtain a breath test. The other one is with the
arrested driver beginning a short interview. The cars driving by are looking at us and I feel momentarily guilty for not ‘looking busy’
but there is nothing to do right now. The family Liaison officer has searched the pockets of the deceased in the car. Not a pleasant
job. He has the phone details and is trying to research the address. It has to be correct. He can’t get it wrong. But it looks like the
officer is texting to passers by. We are in a group in the middle of the road, and receiving scowls from some motorists driving by…
So I ask you, to use that time in the queue to do one thing. Think about your family. Think how it may be if your loved one was trapped
in that car with a severed spine, think if you were never going to see them again. Think that that appointment probably can be
rearranged again, and think about the family liaison officer walking towards the house with the children’s toys on the garden path.
Then when you get back home, hug your family.
Editor’s comment: This well written and eye opening report, was seen on the Twitter page of Kent Police’s Roads Policing Unit
(Traffic) - @kentpoliceroads They had retweeted the above article from Sgt Tangye, of Devon and Cornwall Police, whose Twitter
page is @DC_ARVSgt
A final thought. In future, perhaps think twice about complaining about delays - be thankful it’s not you.

ALWAYS ASK FOR ID WHEN ANSWERING THE DOOR TO CALLERS
THINK BEFORE YOU ACT

‘Social Engineering’ and You

‘Social engineering’ is the term used by police and other law enforcement agencies to describe the type of deception
used to manipulate you into a position where you can be defrauded. In plain language, it’s what leads up to many
scams committed these days, and indicates that fraudsters are getting increasingly clever and convincing. It frequently
involves piecing together information from various sources such as social media and intercepted correspondence (even the letters
out of your recycling bin) to appear convincing and trustworthy. The often complex nature of such attacks makes them very difficult
to spot before it’s too late.
Figures recently issued by the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau show a 21% increase in reported incidents of scams reported via
fake emails, phone calls, texts or posts, in the last 12 months. The figures show the number of reported phishing (fake email) scams
reported between November 2014 and October 2015 totalling 95,556. However, the actual figure is actually far higher, as many
people fail to report fraud owing to embarrassment, apathy or “because it wasn’t that much money”. However small the amount you
lose, it’s essential to report it as the proceeds of many scams end up funding more serious organised crime such as people trafficking
or terrorism.
Popular angles and guises for phishing scams include pretending to be from BT, iTunes/Apple ID, HMRC, a lottery organiser, PayPal,
a bank or Amazon.
Tony Neate, Chief Executive of Get Safe Online, suggests: “We advise you to make sure you have strong passwords or PINs to
secure devices, as well as making sure all software and apps are up-to-date. If you do have suspicions regarding an approach, it’s
always better to be safe than sorry, so trust your instincts and double-check the person is who they say they are before handing over
any information. This way, we can stay one step ahead and stop more people from falling prey to an online criminal.”
If you fall victim to a scam – or spot irregular activity on any of your
accounts – contact your bank or credit card provider immediately
as there will be more chance that your losses may be recovered.
It’s also important to report any fraud to Action Fraud, by calling
0300 123 20 40 or by visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk

IT’S JUST THE TICKET ... OR IS IT?
With summer coming up, this is a peak season for buying tickets …
whether to music events/festivals, sporting fixtures/tournaments or
other things you love watching live.
Unfortunately, however, ticket fraud is also on the rise. Check out
these statistics from the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau:
£5.2 million was lost to online ticket fraud in 2015 compared
with £3.35 million in 2014
26% of fraudulent tickets sold online in 2015 were for big
sporting events
20-29 year olds accounted for over a quarter of victims in 2015
Many fake or non-existent tickets are advertised on Facebook (and
other social media sites), as well as pre-existing websites or even
fan forums, to help them appear legitimate. Some fraudsters mimic
genuine websites to dupe their victims into handing over money.
The key advice when buying tickets, is to take your time before
making a payment and try to do as much research as you can to
ensure that the provider or person you are buying from is exactly
who they say they are. In short, always buy tickets from the
authorised seller, box office or the type of reputable ticket exchange sites where guarantees are in place.

CONCERT
To mark the Centenary of the Battle of the Somme,
covering 100 years of song
Saturday 18th June, 2016 at 7.30 pm
(Doors open 7.00 pm)

Venue:
Gillingham Methodist Church,
100 Third Avenue, Gillingham, Kent. ME7 2LU
Featuring
Internationally renowned Soprano Christine Hubbard
Tickets £8.00 each
Can be obtained from the NhW Office by sending a
cheque (made payable to MNhWA) to the address
on the back page. Tickets will then be posted to you
or you can arrange to collect them on the night.
Free parking opposite the Church, in the car
park for Robert Napier School Sports Hall
Refreshments available for purchase (cash only)
For further details please email
secretarymnhwa@outlook.com
or telephone 01634 792131

County Security Installations Ltd.
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

Intruder/Burglar Alarms - Alarm can call mobile or landlines
CCTV - Day/Night Vision & Remote View on laptop/smart phone
Security Lighting / External Perimeter Protection
Access Control Systems / Video Intercom Systems
GPS Tracking Systems - Vehicle / Personal / Pet

With over 20 years in the Electronic Security Industry, we know best how to protect your property, your
loved-ones & your possessions. Good physical security is a start, but intelligent electronic security takes you
to another level of protection. Too often we see people who wait until after the event. It is not always what
is taken but what is left behind. Why wait? Please contact us for a free no obligation quotation.

Email: peter@countysec.com

Mobile: 07952 317297

Office: 01634 362516

Northumberland Avenue, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent. Company Registration Number: 7587128

MEDWAY COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP
For advice and guidance on community and personal safety issues, come and meet the partners of Medway Community Safety
Partnership on the following dates:
Gillingham Community Hub (High Street, ME7 1BG)
4th May, 4th August and 1st November

Chatham Community Hub (Dock Road, ME4 4TX)
18th May, 18th August and 16th November

Rochester Community Hub (Eastgate, ME1 1EW)
11th May, 11th August and 8th November

Strood Community Hub (133 High Street, ME2 4TJ)
25th May, 25th August and 22nd November

CHILD SAFETY WEEK
7th June - Child Safety Day at Strood Youth Centre (Montfort Road, ME2 3ET)
9th June - Child Safety Day at The Strand Leisure Park Gillingham (Pier Approach, ME7 1TT)

Police emergency only - 999
DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

Police required (but not an emergency) - 101

· Two women are killed every week in England and Wales by a current or former partner
· On average, a woman is assaulted 35 times before her first call to police
· 30% of domestic violence either starts or will intensify during pregnancy
· Domestic violence is a crime. It is against the law

Abuse takes many forms – It is not just physical but can include verbal, psychological, emotional, sexual and financial. It can occur
between any family members or even those who are simply living in the same house.
How to get help – Domestic Abuse One Stop Shops are a drop in service for both women and men, or in fact anyone affected in any
way by domestic abuse who feels that he or she could benefit from support, help or advice. You can get advice from a number of
agencies under one roof, such as a local housing representative, a specialist domestic abuse advisor or a solicitor. It is a free and
confidential service and no appointment is necessary. There is a one stop shop every Tuesday from 9.30am to 12pm at the Sunlight
Centre, 105 Richmond Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 1LX.
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a type of sexual abuse in which children are sexually exploited for
money, power or status. It is a hidden crime.
Children or young people may be tricked into believing they are in a loving, consensual relationship.
They might be invited to parties and given drugs and alcohol. They may also be groomed online.
Young people often trust their abuser and don’t understand that they are being abused. They may
depend on their abuser or be too scared to tell anyone what’s happening.
Sexual exploitation means swapping sex for things like drugs, alcohol, cigarettes and other presents, or selling sex for money. You
are not to blame if this is happening to you. The people who have taken advantage of you are responsible and they are the people
who have done something wrong. Child sexual exploitation is a crime. The Police and Social Services will act to stop it happening. If
you think you are being abused, are worried about a friend or you have seen something you believe suspicious, there are people who
can help.
If a person is in immediate danger call: 999
To report suspicions call: 101 quoting ‘Operation Willow’
For Social Services call: 03000 411111

CHILD
SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION

DIARY DATE - AGM 2016
Tuesday 13th September at 7pm
Venue:
Main Hall, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way,
Rainham. ME8 0BX
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